He was a prolific author. His curriculum vitae and bibliography is a mimeographed document of over 85 pages, listing 550 texts, plus over 100 abstracts of papers he read at different scientific meetings. He was not above vulgarizing his works and publishing them in simplified form in newspapers and magazines, a reflection of his 25-year association with the Cercles des Jeunes Naturalistes and their founder Marie-Victorin. His works are proof of his manifold interests in the fields related to botany and ethnology. In the thirties, he was the most important of Marie-Victorin's collaborators in editing the monumental FZore laurentienne, writing the general identification key and three of the chapters. In his more than 40 years of activity, he described 130 botanical species, varieties or forms, and 8 botanical entities were named after him. From 1945 on, a large portion of his writings were concerned with Northern Quebec ethnobiology. He originated the concept of the Hemiarctic Zone, between the Subarctic and the Arctic, characterized by a mixture of toundra and boreal forest areas. Two biogeographical papers he published, one in Paris and one at Laval, are commonly used as university textbooks. When death stopped him, he was completing a critical edition of the original manuscript of Pehr Kalm's travels in Canada; this will be published soon. He was also supervising the preparation of an index to Roland's Flore populaire, a work that entailed the writing and filing of over 100,000 index cards.
In most aspects of his activity, Dr. Rousseau was a genuine force de la nature, as his field work amply proves. He was a true gentleman, whose nobility was inbred and of the sort that does not come with family titles. He was uncompromisingly honest, brutally so at times, and had little patience with the civil service barons and the eight-to-five desk heroes. He was the first to admit that the difficulties that led to his leaving Montreal in 1956 and Ottawa in 1959 had to do with this aspect of his personality. He easily convinced any listener that a complete, unabridged history of his "dismissal" from the National Museum would at least make entertaining reading in the absurd genre. But he was never bitter, considering that he had learned a lot from such experiences and that the balance was positive in the end.
He was a great writer, whose training in the humanities spared his readers of the now SO popular "scientese" jargon. His specializing in plant nomenclature and taxonomy corresponded with his interest in language, both spoken and written; many a degree-clad linguist could still learn from him in the practical aspects of language. He was a great writer because he was also a great talker, whose conversation was always up-to-date on anything from haute cuisine-he was a gourmet of international stature -to peace in Vietnam, about which he personally took a stand both in talks and in writing. His mental attitude was essentially young, recoiling instinctively away from prejudice of any kind and ready-made, fashionable opinions, which explains his great popularity among the students. During his Paris and Laval years, he in fact became a sort of patriarch, with a following from all corners of society and opinion. Laval students had elected him "dean" of the men's residence where he was staying. There are few persons in the university world today who could claim to have had such a permanent -and quiet -influence in the student world. He believed in God and was a devout Catholic, which in our days is another way of being a nonconformist.
Dr. Rousseau is survived by his wife, Madeleine Aquin-Rousseau, who was associated with many of his works notably in Mistassini, and by a daughter and two sons.
